CHAPTER IV
THE  CRISIS
THE Southern moderates in 1859 form one of
those political groups, numerous enough in history,
who at a crisis arrest our imagination because of
the irony of their situation. Unsuspecting, these
men went their way, during the last summer of the
old regime, busy with the ordinary affairs of state,
absorbed in their opposition to the Southern
radicals, never dreaming of the doom that was
secretly moving toward them through the plans
of John Brown. In the soft brilliancy of the
Southern summer when the roses were in bloom,
many grave gentlemen walked slowly up and down
together under the oaks of their plantation ave-
nues, in the grateful dusk, talking eagerly of how
the scales trembled in Southern politics between
Toombs and Yancey, and questioning whether the
extremists could ride down the moderate South
and reopen the slave trade. In all their wonder-
59